


The dark yet eventiul month of
June —from the editor's desk
By Alan Huang

The month of June has been “dark” but was
brightened up by events such as our mid-
winter party, midwinter games, a live video
call to Pretoria to speak to a gathering of
the Antarctic club and our first sighting of
the Aurora Aus-

tralis.

The 21 st of June
was the winter
solstice and is tra-
ditionally the big-
gest celebration in |
Antarctica,

dating back to

our d:

day in Antarc-

tica and for

some of us

this darkness

was both lit-

eral and figura-

tive J. But there

is light at the end

of the tunnel because midwinter's day signi-
fies the beginning of the return of the sum-
mer sun! We had

a traditional mid-

winter party and

challenged each

otherin the an-

A nua midwinter

games to boost team morale. What a party
it was! We cooked up a feast of roast pork
and mutton legs, sweet corn soup, steamed
Thai rice, chocolate mousse, to mention but
a few. . The midwinter games involved in-
tense competition as we played pool, darts,
table tennis and foosball or table football,
The foosball table is a new addition to the
games room this year. Unfortunately, | only
made it to the semi-final game of table ten-
nis as well as the foosball final. Congratula-
tions to Rory, our foosball cham-
pion, Létter, the table tennis
champion, and Erick, darts and
pool champion.

\1 The only sad aspect about our
\L _ midwinter
& party was
that
although

tic stations as well as colleagues, friends and
family back home, no one showed up at our
party. | can't help wondering what went
wrong! After all we did promise good food
& drinks, good company, a high probability
of seeing an aurora, and even a skidoo shut-
tle service from our snow runway to the
base, didn't we? '

Apart from having fun alone
as a team in ]t_._ln'e__. we also
had a great time with our
friends back home by chat-
ting to them via our first
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